City of Virginia
August 10th, 2026

Meeting called to order: 7pm
I. Pledge of Allegiance
II. Call to Order
a. Roll Call:  Martin, Andrews, Stanbridge, Shaner, Behrends, and Werner all present. 
III. Approval of Agenda
a. Alderwoman Stanbridge approved the agenda, Alderwoman Martin seconded, motion carried unanimously.
IV. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting
Alderwoman Martin stated with the correction, it is the Class of 1969.  With the correction, Alderwoman Martin approve the minutes, Alderwoman Stanbridge seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
V. Treasurer’s Report
Not present.  Deputy Clerk provided budget report to council along with list of CDs, council reviewed. Alderman Andrews stated we have noticed in some of the key categories like the 01-21-421 the budget on top, expenditures, activity, remaining budget, etc, has a lot of zeros there but this is getting easier to read all the time.
VI. Approval of Monthly Bills: 
a. Alderman Andrews asked if the insurance was approved for VRWS?  PWD Force stated yes.  Bill was reviewed and it was in the bill. Alderman Behrends approved the monthly bills, Alderwoman Stanbridge seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
VII. Guests: Jacob Jansen
VIII. Public Comment:
a. Jacob Jansen: Jansen from Snedeker Risk Management stated the annual conference in Peoria coming up.  May have gotten in the mail, but wanted to hand deliver them as well to ensure that it was received.  SRM pays for lodging and meals.
IX. Monthly Reports:
a. Police Chief (Kink): Ordinance Officer Wilson will be mailing out Ordinance Violations, think he is doing a good job, IL Liquor got 3 business: Little Mexico, The Nacho House, and Fast Stop.  Liquor commission will impose a fine, and the city has the authority to suspend their license too on top of the fine.  Property at 239 S Pitt, house with the boat, the daughter called today, she said old chief told her to not step foot on that property as she had no right to it and don’t come back.  She told Chief Kink that she will work with city to get cleaned up, she has no interest in the house as she is 2 hours away.  62 stops, 42 speeding, 16 warnings, 60 total citations, 25 calls for service, 7 county assists.  Alderwoman Stanbridge asks the timeline for ordinance.  Chief Kink states 30 days to correct or contact the Chief. If not cleaned up in 30 days, then ordinance violation will be issued. 
b. Fire Chief (Stock): bad wreck on Virginia Rd
c. Public Works Director (Force): Street working on the secondary streets, served Garner down to Packing House, Duncan down to Gridley.  Assisted removal of old playground equipment, it has been moved to the sewer plant until buyers can pick it up, part time help goes back to school this week, working on drainage around the city, getting culverts opened up, new hire water department doing well, trying to get rid of zero lists, VRWS is back in service. 
i. Park Board:  Alderman Andrews stated in regards to the inflatable slide for the pool, raising money right now for that project, SRM was supposed to get back to Andrews in regards to insurance, ball diamonds getting ready to do so that it will drain better this year.  They bought a new tractor and it has been a great help.  Playground equipment came out, it has been paid for and waiting for pick up.  Pool leak they believe is a non issue.  $1750 to slide, $250 to pool party for community.  Next year will go to more evenings and less days.  8/22 is Gibby’s birthday, trying to come up with something before then, lights getting taken care of by Green Edison.  Spooktacular is coming up.  Next mtg: Aug 19th 7pm
ii. TIF: Alderwoman Martin stated that 2 apps picked up but nothing returned 
iii. Cemetery: no report
iv. Library: no report
v. Animal Control: no report
d. Attorney’s Report: Attorney Laegeler concurs with Chief Kink’s comments on Ordinance Officer Wilson, thinking he is doing a great job to get the properties in compliance, working on getting things in placed for demo on Mediquip building, next meeting lawsuit should be on file with the attempt of taking over ownership so can get it cleaned up, donated 3 lots from Heartland Bank 128, 129, 130, quitclaim deed in hand, need to add to insurance policy.  Martin asks if there is plan for the removal of the building. Atty states that would be up to the council.  Martin concerned how we could insure that until we get the money to tear it down?  It will be hard to get insurance.  There was a recommendation that with it I signed over then demo will start immediately.  Attorney states council can make plans for that, min of 3 months of statutory notice but more like 6-month process before we get a deed in hand.  Martin states TIF doesn’t have the money to pay for it unless the city has extra funds.  We would be liable without insurance until we can demo it.  Andrews states he would hope that we would do similar to property, requesting a demo order.  We can go after their estate if necessary if it comes to that.  Just looking for compliance and need to hold people accountable.  Atty if council wants the demo order and not go after title, I can do that.  My understanding was that I was instructed to get the title.  Mayor states it’s a desirable place that we could put to use, we have time to formulate the plans for it.  Attorney if you want solely demo order, you would still be responsible for footing the bill.  This person lives in New York, they have not responded to any letters.  Martin states they sent $5k towards demo, it was never cashed because they didn’t want to assume responsibility.  
e. Mayor’s Report: In May, you guys gave me the power to form AdHoc meeting, hoping Sept-Oct will be able to assign the committee, need it to investigate housing within city limits.  Martin stated she investigated that, interested in senior housing, if you get housing that is public housing is for everyone. Steve Horton and Laymon Carter have discussed senior housing on the west end for that lot.  Mr. Gill gave that to them with the intent to put senior housing but not sure where that communication stopped.  Martin states you have to have an individual willing to do it.  But government housing won’t let you regulate who uses it and could create problems.  PWD: can you get a new clock? When started TIF did the sidewalk from the library to Discount Liquor, look into that to get a bidding process going to do the sidewalk from Andrews corner to the laundry-mat.  Mayor Clark is still in limbo with the grant program with the county, Martin doesn’t think that coming and this has been like 4 years.  Mayor states he has been told it is a revolving grant and we make our way up.  Recommend if you have time, make the trip to Peoria, the more that know this the better.
f. Aldermanic Reports:
i. Werner: short police mtg on 8/5 discussed hiring PT officer, chief has someone in mind, purchasing old camera system from Cass County Sheriff, mentioned will be going to new CAD system so that will be an additional expense at some point, not sure which company yet
ii. Behrends: finance committee mtg wanted to look over 2027 tax levy but didn’t have the paperwork or treasurer to do so
iii. Shaner: meeting on 8/5 discussed run off water specifically on Villa Dr, Tanner will go into a culvert to dry that up a little bit, 2ndary streets were discussed, city pick up/fall clean up pricing it trying to find the local trash company to come pick up, put together a flyer of what is accepted/not accepted, looking to get a license to spray around the city
iv. Stanbridge: water/sewer meeting Friday at 4pm
v. Andrews: everything been going, it is just going to be a slow process.  Mayor states we got a good team.  Hoping with the ordinance, a lot of the complaints on properties that are not from town or rental properties
vi. Martin: question for PWD Force, Villa Dr, will you do something between my house and Turners? It is buried on both ends, PWD Force stated yes. 
X. City Clerks’ Report no report 
XI. Consent Agenda
XII. Items Removed from Consent Agenda for Further Discussion: none
XIII. Old Business
XIV. New Business
a. Discuss and Take Action on Purchase of CassComm Bucket Truck 
Mayor got a call from Tommy Knous, $5k old bucket truck.  PWD Force looked at it, it is older.  Mayor doesn’t feel like they will come down.  Shaner thinks it s a good purchase, PWD Force states it has about 93k miles, new tires, thought everything operated well, slight leak in manifold.  Mayor states if you approve because we didn’t budget for it, we would have to do a supp appropriation and make a transfer.  With nothing further to discuss, Alderman Andrews made a motion to approve the purchase of the CassComm Bucket Truck, Alderwoman Stanbridge seconded, motion carried unanimously.  
XV. Executive Session
XVI. Action to be taken following Executive Session
XVII. Adjournment
At 7pm, Alderman Shaner made a motion to adjourn the city council meeting, Alderwoman Stanbridge seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
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